











Blenheim Amendment (Boundary Increase) Campbell County, Virginia

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Mr. and Mrs. Douglas A. Crowther

street & number Blenheim Farm, Route 1 telephone__ 703-371-4865
city or town Concord state VA _zip code __ 24538
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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

Blenheim is a 334-acre plantation situated along Falling River in a rural setting in eastern
Campbell County. The long, narrow tract preserves the approximate boundaries and acreage that
have defined the property since the second quarter of the nineteenth century and perhaps earlier.
These historic boundaries preserve the historic rural context for the house and consist of
Noland’s Mill Road (route 648) and Rocky Branch on the southwest, Red Oak Spring Mills
Road on the northwest, and Falling River on the east. Mariborough Creek and Prince Eugene
of Savoy Creek mark sections of the northern boundary. The focal point of the property is the
weatherboarded, story-and-a-half, Federal period plantation house situated at the end of a long
cedar-lined lane above fields overlooking the bottom lands of Falling River. The upland portion
of the property is mostly wooded and provides a visual buffer against encroaching modern
housing. The house itself has a high degree of historic integrity, preserving original porches,
beaded weatherboarding, louvered shutters, and striking, provincially conceived Federal
woodwork. The main stair is noted for its outstanding carved decoration. To the east of the
house is the remnants of an early formal garden which may possess archaeological potential.
Scattered about the property are various visually compatible but non-contributing late nineteenth-
and early twentieth-century outbuildings and farm buildings. None of these buildings have any
particular distinction and all are outside the period of significance. No structures within the

period of significance remain in property.
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GEOGRAPHIC DATA
UTM References (continued)

17/682320/4121400
17/682340/4121660
17/682640/4121430
17/682040/4120600
17/689050/4121420
0.  17/680400/4122370

Verbal Boundary Description

Beginning at a point on the southern right-of-way of county route 604 delineated by UTM
reference 1. 17/680760/4122490, proceed southeast some 3800’ to a point delineated by UTM
reference 2. 17/681560/4121690, thence south some 600’ to a point delineated by UTM
reference 3. 17/681530/4121540, thence southeast some 1400’ to a point delineated by UTM
reference 4. 17/681560/4121340, thence east some 1600’ to a point delineated by UTM
reference 5. 17/682320/4121400, thence northeast some 800’ to a point delineated by UTM
reference 6. 17/682340/4121660, thence south some 1200’ to a point on the west bank of Falling
River delineated by UTM reference 7. 17/682640/4121430, thence southwest along the said west
bank some 3400’ to a point delineated by UTM reference 8. 17/682040/4120600, thence
northwest along an unnamed tributary of Falling River some 4200’ to a point on the eastern
right-of-way of county route 648 delineated by UTM reference 9. 17/680950/4121420, thence
northwest along the said right-of-way some 3800’ to its intersection with county route 604,
thence east along the southern right-of-way of county route 604 some 1100’ to the point of

beginning.

LW

Boundary Justification

The boundaries have been expanded to incorporate the 334 acres that currently make up
Blenheim Farm. The acreage and boundaries generally coincide with the boundaries that have
defined Blenheim plantation since before the Civil War. They include the wooded uplands
portion of the long, narrow tract; the half-mile cedar-lined lane from the country road 648, the
historic approach to the property; the open fields around the house, and the bottom lands of
Falling River--the historic eastern boundary of the property. The southwestern boundary is still
defined by Rocky Run and Noland’s Mill Road. The northern boundaries of the property are in
part defined by Marlborough and Prince Eugene of Savoy creeks, also historic boundaries of
Blenheim--so named along with the plantation by owner John Devereaux around 1870 in a fit
of admiration for the defeat of Louis XIV. The 334 acres are essential for preserving the historic
rural context of the property and shielding from view encroaching modern housing, particularly

along route 648.
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All photographs are of:

BLENHEIM, CAMPBELL COUNTY, VIRGINIA
VDHR file number: 15-66
Calder Loth, photographer

DATE: November 10, 1993

VIEW OF:; vista from main house; view looking southeast
NEG. NO.: 13186

PHOTO 1 of 9

DATE: November 10, 1993

VIEW OF: entrance driveway; view looking northwest
NEG. NO.: 13186

PHOTO 2 of 9

DATE: November 10, 1993

VIEW OF: main house across fields; view looking east
NEG. NO.: 13186

PHOTO 3 of 9

DATE: November 10, 1993

VIEW OF: field and woods from main house; view looking west
NEGATIVE NO.: 13186

PHOTO 4 of 9

DATE: November 10, 1993

VIEW OF: early 20th-century overseer’s house; view looking north
NEG. NO.: 13186

PHOTO 5 of 9

DATE: November 10, 1993

VIEW OF: pool house; view looking southeast
NEG. NO.: 13187

PHOTO 6 of 9

DATE: November 10, 1993

VIEW OF: 20th-century garden tool shed; view looking north
NEG. NO: 13187

PHOTO 7 of 9

DATE: November 10, 1993

VIEW OF: ruinous early 20th-century barn and granary; view looking north
NEGATIVE NO: 13187

PHOTO 8 of 9

DATE: November 19, 1993

VIEW OF: 20th-century farm equipment shed; view looking southwest
NEGATIVE NO: 13187

PHOTO 9 of 9
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KEY TO SKETCH MAP

1. main house: contributing

2. 20th-century shed: noncontributing

3. 20th-century garden tool house: noncontributing

4. 20th-century pool house: noncontributing

. 20th-century farm equipment shed: noncontributing
. 20th-century farm machinery shed: noncontributing

. early 20th-century ruinous barn and granary: noncontributing

0 -3 O W

. ca. 1910 overseer’s cottage: noncontributing
9. farm building (demolished)

10. farm building (demolished)

11. farm building (demolished)

12, farm building (demolished)
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